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BRITISH  WEST  INDIES. 


BERMUDA. 

By  Consul  General  Ethelbert  "Watts,  Hamilton,  October  13. 

The  statistics  given  in  this  report  of  the  imports  and  exports  of 
Bermuda  for  the  3'ear  1917  as  compared  with  the  previous  year  show 
a  slight  falling  olf  of  the  imports,  amounting  in  value  to  $293,479, 
the  value  for  1917  being  $3,282,420,  and  for  191G,  $3,575,899.  The 
value  of  exports,  however,  are  shown  to  have  nearly  doubled  in  1917 
those  of  1916,  the  value  of  exports  for  1917  being  $1,010,888,  and  for 
1916,  $680,458. 

Comparative  Statement  of  Imports  and  Exports. 

The  following  table  gives  a  comparative  statement,  by  countries, 
of  the  imports  and  exports  for  the  years  1916  and  1917 : 


Countries. 


United  Kingdom. 
British  colonies: 

Canada 

Antiirua 

Barhadis. . . . 

Dcmerara 

Dominica .... 

Jamaica 

St.  Kitts 

Trinidad 

F.qiypt 

India 

St.  Lucia 


TotaL 


Forpiim  countries: 
United  States. 

France 

Holland 

Touerit\'e 

St.  Thomas... 

Cuba 

rortoRico 


Total 

Grand  total. 


Imports  rrom. 


191S 


¥557, 037 

398, 153 

44 

12, 35G 

16,  (-.08 

798 

11,080 

C,341 

608 

102 

1,523 

414 


448,093 


,  560, 426 

1,626 

219 

2, 195 

63 

4,740 


1917 


$232, 599 

701,. 374 
■311 

7,981 
27.343 
2,SiU 
6;  463 
8, 897 
15,:325 


2CS 
1,002 


771,822 


2,274,022 

83 


2,9in 
311 


2,509,269       2,277,999 


3,575,899       3,2S2,420 


Exports  to. 


1916  1917 


$5, 655 
12,117 


15, 650 

341 

1,314 


29,432 


645, 371 


645,371 


6i;0, 45s 


28,313 


35,076 

24,551 

1,115 


89, 055 


920,274 


920, 274 


l,01P,8tS 


Principal  Imports  and  Share  of  Leading-  Countries. 

The  following  table  shows  the  values  of  the  principal  articlea  im- 
ported into  Bermuda  in  1917  as  compared  with  those  of  1916  and  the 
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share  of  tlio  United  States,  the  United  King-doni.  and  Canada  in  this 
trade  for  1917. 


Articles 


Agricultural  implcmoiUs 

Alcohol 

Barrels,  empty 

Bicycles 

Bicycle  sundries 

Boats. 


Books 

Box  materi:il . 
Bran. 


Brandy 

Bread  (biscuits,  etc.) . 

Building  material 

Butter 

#arriages 

Cattle 

Cement 

Cheese . 


Clothine 

Coal.... 

Coffee  and  cocoa. 

Confectionery 

Cordials 

Com 


Cotton  goods. 
Drugs . 


Earthenware . 
Eggs 


Electrical  goods. 
Fancj;  goods — 

Fertilizer 

Fish,  preserved. 
Flour 


Fruit: 

Dried 

Fresh , 

Fruit  and  meats,  canned. 

Furniture 

(las 


(Jasoline  and  naphtha. 
G" 


Glass- are. 
Groceries. . 
Hardware . 
Hav 


Horses 

Jewelry 

Lard 

feather  manufnelurcs 

Linen  goods 

Liquor,  malt 

Lumber 

Machinery 

Matches . ". 

.Meal 

Meats: 

Beef 

Smoked  and  salted 

Metal  mauu  factures 

Musiral  instruments 

Oats 

Oil,  kerosene 

Oilmen's  stores ; . . . 

Oils  and  paints 

Oleomargarine 

Paper 

Peas  and  beans 

Perfumery 

Photograph  supplies 

Potatoes 

Poultry  and  meats,  n.  c.  s . 

Preserves 

Rice 

Rope 

Rubber  goods 

Rum 


1916, 
total. 


$1,796 

7,9i;5 

12, 784 

12, 775 

6,137 

3.339 

7;  047 

42,830 

54,612 

2,399 

26,247 

12,886 

116,864 

5,597 

126,247 

12,705 

30, 605 

103,977 

118,543 

16,449 

27, 744 

2,462 

28,562 

185, 165 

42,042 

13,889 

27,958 

23. 1  '0 

51^210 

50,344 

49, 205 

171,583 

24,415 

52, 402 

116,164 

37, 2a2 

2,949 

3,027 

14,561 

20, 191 

Sl,y27 

79, 704 

33,  2j2 

21,262 

27, 102 

20, 625 

100, 255 

10, 833 

89, 091 

26, 590 

28, 610 

7,465 

11,806 

199, 439 
162, 546 
2,852 
9, 543 
91, 062 
42, 470 
17, 670 
19,213 
12, 595 
25,418 
20,653 
6,127 
11,066 
85,869 
10,555 
14, 799 
16, 191 
9,986 
6,784 
12, 657 


1917 


82,891 

4,497 

9,840 

6,414 

4,740 

2,642 

4,321 

46,407 

73, 679 

1,52S 

21,646 

8,302 

116,971 

2.458 

142, 140 

15,665 

38,664 

07, 177 

198.592 

15,339 

25,603 

749 

25,442 

131,902 

34,367 

7,645 

15,339 

27, 175 

38, 742 

89,072 

65,123 

245,520 


United     p„„„^„ 
Kingdom.'  Canada. 


19,087 

18,313 

42,937 

26, 104 

133,741 

93,247 

19,095 

16,717 

2, 161 

1,703 

4,122 

4,122 

4,594 

10,906 

10,:541 

73, 937 

63,673 

69,702 

61.975 

25,963 

4, 195 

9,592 

5,246 

17,281 

13,208 

30, 158 

25,851 

76,944 

70, 822 

5,533 

487 

72,039 

20, 133 

23, 281 

17, 149 

13,519 

13,349 

6,667 

6,667 

21, 690 

21,583 

170, 547 

134,214 

152,443 

151,372 

3,665 

3,212 

8,443 

8,069 

100,342 

•  20,024 

43, 954 

43,954 

7.358 

3,124 

18, 702 

13, 135 

19, 782 

19,476 

21, 768 

14,123 

22,415 

20, 381 

964 

555 

4,287 

4,151 

99,389 

66, 861 

3,387 

3,343 

14,293 

6,487 

27, 238 

22,035 

7,4.55 

7,290 

5,246 

2,900 

9,018 

1,562 


21,. 340 
4,224 


3,518  I 

"4,' 896' 
4,997  I 
16, 103  ! 

""m'\ 


331 
136 


14 

4,083 


68 

7,271 

2,272 

21, 76S 

4,346 

555 

4,307 

1,226 

49 

35.803 

6, 132 

34 


36,333 
784 
404 

130 


7,178 
1,630 

78 
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Articles. 


Salt 

Sculpture 

Seeds 

Sheep 

Sliip  chandlery. 
Silk  goods. . ... . 

Soap  and  starch 
Sporting  goods. 

Stationery 

Straw  goods 

Sugar 

Tea 

Tinware 

Tobacco: 

Leaf 

Cigarettes . . 

Cigars 

Vegetables 

AVhisky 

Wine 

Wooden  ware. . 
Woolen  goods . . 


1916. 
total. 


Total. 


$3,616 
1,153 
8,949 
7, 636 
6,706 
8, 502 

24, 133 
2,901 

IS,  191 

9,733 

115, 954 

23,369 
2,818 

0,709 
32,060 
9, 947 
8,925 
11,081 
13, 174 
■  6, 137 
25,213 


United 
States. 


S3, 348 
423 
5, 626 
7,636 
6,292 
1,703 

12, 531 
1,431 

10,S37 
4,477 

48, 563 

14,677 
2,735 

6,103 
6,409 
2,292 
6,098 
277* 
6,215 
4,385 


United 
Kingdom. 


«S3 
'413' 


414 
6,799 
11,339 
1,251 
6,254 
4,721 


1,441 
49 

3,  596 
23,714 
2,462 


10, 595 
6,365 
1,280 

16, 288 


Canada. 


$185 
730 


2a3 

219 

1,080 

306 

31,919 

7,251 

34 

10 

1,830 

200 

2, 365 

209 
243 

472 
827 


Decrease  in  Imports  Explained. 

The  export  restrictions  of  the  United  States  and  the  clifficuhy  in 
securing-  tran.sportation,  together  with  tlie  greatly  increased  cost  of 
nearly  all  commodities  and  the  cessation  of  the  tourist  trade,  have 
caused  a  great  reduction  in  the  quantity  of  imports.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  prevailing  greatly  increased  prices  have  served  to  maintain 
the  total  value  at  a  higher  level  than  a  comparison  of  the  quanti- 
ties of  goods  imported  would  indicate,  and  the  demands  from  the 
increased  activities  of  the  United  States  naval  base  in  Bermuda  have 
made  up  somewhat  for  the  loss  of  the  tourist  trade. 

The  falling  off  in  imports  was  most  noticeable  in  the  case  of  cloth- 
ing and  dr}'  goods,  harchvare,  and  foodstuffs,  considerable  quantities 
of  which  are  imported  in  connection  wdth  the  tourist  and  hotel  busi- 
ness. Wines,  spirits  (other  than  rum),  cigars,  tobacco,  and  cig- 
arettes also  showed  considerable  decreases,  both  in  cjuantity  and 
values.  Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  other  spirits  and  to  the 
high  prices  ruling,  a  larger  quantity  of  rum  than  usual  was  imported 
for  local  consumption. 

The  table  also  reflects  the  difficulties  existing  in  obtaining  sup- 
plies from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Exports  of  Locally  Grown  Produce. 

The  year  1917  was  on  the  whole  the  most  successful  in  the 
history  of  the  Island  in  respect  to  exports  of  locally  grown 
produce.  This  was  principally  clue  to  the  remarkable  success 
of  the  potato  crop  of  1916,  total  export  of  which  during  the 
year  was  approximately  74,740  barrels,  valued  at  $528,876,  as 
compared  with  55,165  barrels,  valued  at  $284,243,  in  1916.  Onions 
exported  showed  a  light  diminution  in  quantity  (132,000  crates 
against  147,000  crates)  but  a  considerable  increase  in  total  value 
($231,515  as  against  $162,748  in  the  previous  year).  Other  vege- 
tables decreased  in  quantity  and  value,  largely  owing  to  the  absence 
of  adequate  refrigerating  equipment  on  the  steamers  sailing  to  New 
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York  in  the  autuniii  unci  early  winter  of  1917.     Other  exports  are 
unimportant.     There  are  practically  no  manufactures. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  exports  are  ship])ed  from  December  to 
June,  and  the  figures  given  below,  with  the  exception  of  those  for 
lily  bulbs,  relate  to  that  period : 


Exports. 

December, 1915- 
June,  1916. 

December,1916- 
June,  1917. 

Potatoes 

; barrels. . 

59,987 
148, 221 

2,285 
55, 582 

S,120 
62,349 
36, 685 
943 
28,279 
75, 735 
355 

1,752 

1,224 

75,632 

Onions 

crates.. 

132, 358 

Green  vegetables: 

do.... 

1,017 

Beets             

do.... 

38  316 

Cabbage ,  Portuguese 

Carrots..        

do.... 

.do 

16,585 
48,670 
23  777 

Celerv 

do.... 

Corn,"  sweet 

Lettuce 

do.... 

do  . 

338 

32  523 

Parsley 

do.... 

65,409 
335 

Peas 

do.... 

Other  vegetables.* 

Lily  bulbs 

do.... 

4,267 
1,009 

Cultivation  of  Potatoes  and  Arrowroot — Import  of  Foodstuffs  Necessary, 

The  cultivation  of  potatoes  has  made  considerable  strides  in  recent 
years  owing  to  the  efforts  of  the  Agricultural  Department  to  secure 
the  best  selected  seed  and  to  eliminate  disease.  Potatoes  for  seed 
purposes  are  grown  for  Bermuda  in  Long  Island.  Maine,  and  Nova 
Scotia,  and  are  carefully  inspected  at  those  centers.  Two  crops  are 
produced,  that  reaped  in  January  being  grown  from  seed  from 
Maine  and  Long  Island,  and  a  second  crop  reaped  in  May,  grown 
principally  from  Nova  Scotia  seed.  Two  main  varieties  are  pro- 
duced, viz,  Bliss  Triumph  and  Garnets. 

The  cultivation  of  arrowroot,  which  formerly  played  an  impor- 
tant part  in  the  agriculture  of  the  islands,  has  practically  ceased, 
while  the  production  of  lily  bulbs  has  gre^itly  diminished. 

The  total  area  available  for  agricultural  development  is  so  limited 
that  there  is  little  room  for  expansion,  and  only  a  limited  selection 
of  crops  can  be  grown  on  a  commercial  basis. 

An  educational  campaign  was  started  during  the  year  with  the 
object  of  encouraging  the  use  of  locally  grown  foodstuffs  to  replace 
imported  articles,  thus  rendering  the  ishmds  less  dependent  on  im- 
ported foods  and  setting  a  more  economical  standaitl  of  living.  Spe- 
cial stress  was  laid  upon  the  cultivation  of  Indian  corn  (maize). 
Encouraging  progress  was  made,  but  it  is  too  soon  to  guage  the 
results  obtained.  Though  much  can  be  done  to  encourage  the  fuller 
use  of  local  crops  within  the  islands,  the  arable  area  is  so  small 
that  the  colony  must  always  depend  mainly  on  imported  staple 
foods. 

Increased  Interest  in  Agriculture. 

The  high  cost  of  imported  feeds  led  to  an  increased  interest  in 
the  growth  of  field  corn,  and  a  far  larger  acreage  than  usual  was 
devoted  to  this  crop  during  the  summer  months.  In  September  a 
corn  show  held  under  the  management  of  the  acting  director  of  agri- 
culture proved  a  successful  means  of  directing  the  attention  of 
farmers  and  others  to  the  importance  of  growing  corn  and  other 
summer  crops. 
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A  variety  of  experiments  was  carried  out  at  the  agricultiiial  sta- 
tion, special  attention  being  paid  to  potatoes  and  green  >egetables. 
The  potato  plots  were  designed  to  give  information  on  the  follow- 
ing points:  (1)  Relative  yields  of  dili'erent  strains;  (2)  sizes  of 
cuts;  ('3)  depths  of  planting;  (4)  distances  apart;  (5)  fertilizers; 
(6)  the  cause  and  spread  of  leaf  roll  and  niobaic.  A  large  number 
of  Aegetable  seedlings  and  ornamental  plants  was  distributed  during 
the  year. 

On  the  whole  the  year  1917  was  a  prosperous  one  for  the  farming 
community  because  of  the  high  prices  obtained  for  potatoes  on  the 
New  York  market.  The  steadily  advancing  cost  of  labor  and  of 
supplies  must,  howe\'er,  give  much  concern  to  those  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  the  agricultural  industry,  for  the  cost  of  production  is 
now  so  high  that  farmers  find  it  difficult  to  make  both  ends  meet, 
unless  exceptionally  good  market  prices  are  secured. 

During  the  year  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  conditions  under 
Avhich  Bermuda  ])roduce  is  sold  on  the  New  York  market  was  under- 
taken by  the  Director  of  Agriculture  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  the  Agricultural  Commission.  The  director  was 
stationed  in  New  York  from  February  until  June,  and  cabled  to  the 
Government  the  market  prices  on  the  arrival  of  the  Bermuda 
produce.  This  mai'jfs  the  most  important  extension  of  the  work  of 
the  depaitment. 

C'Ontinued  attention  has  been  given  to  the  improvement  of  the 
seed  potatoes  imported  from  Long  Island  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  no 
potatoes  were  allowed  to  come  to  the  island  for  seed  purposes  unless 
they  had  first  passed  a  field  inspection  conducted  by  an  officer  of 
the  department,  in  cooperation  with  an  official  resident  in  the  dis- 
trict in  which  the  potatoes  were  grown. 

Revenues  and  Expenditures  Decrease. 

The  total  revenue  collected  during  the  year  amounted  to  $488,825, 
as  compared  with  $520,715  during  1916.  The  total  expenditure  was 
$510,982,  as  compared  with  $533,621  for  the  previous  year. 

The  figures  for  both  revenue  and  expenditure  Avere,  lioweAcr, 
augmented  by  the  issue  during  the  year  of  (jovernment  currency 
notes  to  the  value  of  $48,665,  which  were  innnediately  paid  over  to 
the  local  treasury  chest  officer.  In  1916  the  totals  of  revenue  and 
expenditure  were  also  swelled  by  transactions  connected  Avith  the 
paying  off  of  the  "  causeway  loan  "  of  $26,766.  involving  the  addition 
of  that  sum  to  both  sides  of  the  account.  Omitting  these  transac- 
tions the  revenue  for  1917  derived  from  ordinarv  sources  was  $440,- 
160.  as  compared  Avith  $493,949,  and  the  expenditure  $462,317.  as 
compared  Avitli  $506,855  for  the  preA'ious  year. 

The  principal  som'ces  of  revenue  for  1917  showed  the  following 
results  as  compared  Avith  the  previous  A^ear:  Customs  ad  Aalorem 
duties,  $166,760  in  1917  against  $200,314  in  1916;  specific  duties, 
$132,947  in  1917  airainst  $152,340  in  1916;  and  Avar  surtax  (10  per 
cent).  $34,031  in  1917  against  $133,139  in  1916. 
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The  revenue  and  expenditure  for  the  last  four  years  have  been  as 
follows : 


Years. 

Revenue. 

Expendi- 
ture. 

Years. 

Revenue. 

Expendi- 
ture. 

1914   

$391, 772 
518, 122 

$433,398 
475, 179 

1916   

$520, 715 
488, 825 

$533,621 
510, 982 

1915 

1917 

The  balance  in  the  public  treasury  at  the  end  of  1917  was  $15,918, 
or  $20,372  less  than  on  December  31,  1916. 

Shipping  for  1917 — Channel  and  Harbor  Improvements — Fisheries. 

The  total  tonnage  entered  at  and  cleared  from  Bermuda  ports 
during  the  year  as  compared  with  the  figures  for  1916  was  as 
follows:  In  1916,  British,  973,403,  foreign,  656,960;  in  1917,  British, 
687,310,  foreign,  400,640. 

The  regular  steamers  between  Xew  York  and  Bermuda,  and  those 
from  Nova  Scotia  and  the  West  Indies,  calling  at  Bermuda  en  route 
each  way  bulk  very  largely  in  the  returns  of  British  vessels  entered 
and  cleared.  Other  shipping  consists  chiefly  of  vessels  putting  in  in 
distress  or  calling  for  bunker  coal,  the  latter  being  principally  west- 
bound freighters  in  ballast,  bound  to  the  United  States, 

The  dredging  of  the  new  channel  at  the  west  end  of  the  islands 
leading  into  the  Great  Sound  was  continued  during  the  year  and 
the  channel  was  completed  to  a  depth  of  25  feet  mean  low  water. 
In  Hamilton  Harbor  dredging  work  was  completed  along  the  wharf 
front,  which  was  dredged  to  24  feet  mean  low  water. 

At  St.  George's  Harbor  work  on  the  Town  Cut  Channel  Avas  con- 
tinued but  was  not  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Dredging  Avork 
was  also  done  in  front  of  several  of  the  larger  Avharves  of  the  harbor, 
and  ncAv  wharves  were  in  course  of  construction. 

Fish  of  excellent  quality  are  very  plentiful  in  Bermuda  waters 
and  arc  used  very  largely  for  food,  particularly  as  but  little  meat  is 
of  native  production,  and  almost  all  is  brought  in  cold  storage  from 
the  United  States  at  a  consequently  high  price  to  the  consumer. 
Although  as  yet  fish  haA^e  not  been  exported,  the  feasibility  of  estab- 
lishing an  export  trade  has  been  under  consideration  for  some  time. 
Labor  Conditions — Tariff  Legislation. 

There  Avas  little,  if  any,  change  in  labor  conditions  during  the 
year  under  revieAv,  Avith  the  exception  of  a  large  increase  in  Avages. 
No  strikes  or  disturbances  of  any  kind  occurred. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  the  number  of  tourists,  who  are 
mostly  from  the  United  States  during  the  winter  season,  has  dimin- 
ished from  year  to  year,  and  during  the  season  of  1917  very  feAV 
arrived  in  Bermuda,  a  fact  which  caused  much  regret  among  the 
storekeepers,  Avho  make  their  harvest  in  normal  times  through  the 
tourists'  patronage.  The  tAvo  principal  hotels  were  closed  and  many 
houses,  furnished  and  unfurnislied,  Avere  offered  for  rent.  The 
poor  transportation  to  and  from  New  York  is  the  main  objection 
to  Bermuda  as  a  place  of  resort  for  tourists.  Should  one  or  more 
comfortable  passenger  steamers  be  put  on  this  route  so  soon  as  the 
wsLV  is  over,  it  is  believed  these  islands  will  be  very  largely  visited 
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by  American  tourists,  for  it  is  liardly  conceivable  to  find  a  more  at- 
tractive place  of  resort  and  a  more  delightful  climate  in  the  season, 
between  the  first  of  November  and  the  first  of  June. 

The  onl}'  change  made  in  tariff  legislation  during  1917  was  the 
imposition  of  an  import  duty  of  48  cents  per  ton  on  coal,  which  was 
formerly  on  the  free  list. 

Few  New  Enterprises. 

There  have  been  no  new  enterprises  of  any  importance  started  in 
Bermuda  during  the  yeai-  1917,  with  the  exception  of  the  Bermuda 
Canning  Co.,  a  packing  factory  for  preserving  vegetables,  principally 
tomatoes.  Other  new  enterprises  now  under  consideration  may  be 
expected  soon  after  the  war  be  concluded. 
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